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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the joint request of HTC Communications, Inc. ("HTC") and Verizon

South Inc. ("Verizon") for an extension of time in which to file an Interconnection

Agreement following an arbitration proceeding before this Commission. For the reasons

cited below, the Commission grants the request for an extension of time to file the

Interconnection Agreement.

This case came before the Commission on the Petition of HTC seeking arbitration

of an interconnection agreement with Verizon. By Order No. 2002-450 (dated June 12,

2002) in which this Commission addressed and ruled on the issues raised by the Parties,

this Commission ordered HTC and Verizon to file an Interconnection Agreement within

sixty (60) days following receipt of Order No. 2002-450. Thereafter, in Order No. 2002-

482 (dated June 21, 2002), the Commission ruled on Petitions for Reconsideration filed

by both HTC and Vefizon.
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By thejoint requestfor anextensionof time in which to file the interconnection

agreement,counselfor HTC advisestheCommissionthatVerizonhaspresenteda

proposeddraft agreementto HTC andthatthe partieshavebegundiscussionsto ensure

thatthe agreementconformsto theCommission'sorderin this matter.Both partiesassert

that it would be beneficial to the resolution of the case for the parties to have an

additional thirty (30) days, or until September'23, 2002, by which to file the

InterconnectionAgreementwith theCommission.

Upon considerationof this matter',the Commissioncandiscernno prejudiceby

granting the parties the requestedextension.Both parties agree to the requested

extension,andthe Commissionfinds, asthe partiesassert,that the additionaltime will

allow the parties to ensurethat the InterconnectionAgreement conforms with the

Commission'sordersissuedin thismatter.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. Thejoint requestof HTC andVerizonfor anadditionalthirty (30)days,or

until September23, 2002,by which to file the InterconnectionAgreementin this matter

is granted.
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2. This Ordershall remain in full force andeffectuntil further Orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

MignonL. Clybum
Chairman

ATTEST:

_xareYEiveWaD'_rector

(SEAL)


